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Final Report UH Learning & Teaching Development Fund Project 

Title 

Data Delight: Collection of Class Data to Support Statistics Teaching via STUDYNET 

Project Leaders  
Diana Kornbrot & Rachel Msetfi 

Outcome Aims & Objectives 
The initial aim of the project is to produce a tool for lecturers of courses in statistics and methodology. 
The tool will enormously simplify data collection from a group of students that can be used by that group 
for personally relevant, and hence motivating, exercises. Data collection will be by web based interface 
distributed via STUDYNET.  The aim is that the lecturer will be able to generate questions in the tool as 
quickly as they could write the questions in WORD. 
 
The kinds of data to be collected will include: numerical data such as height, weight, target income; 
yes/no; rating scales (e.g. lots, some, neutral, little, none); and free form comments. 
 
The resulting output will be in the form of a spreadsheet, with anonymity code for each student that can 
be distributed to students via STUDYNET. 
 
The tool will also be useful for students to use in collection of data for their own projects, and for staff 
wishing to quickly generate questionnaires on the effectiveness of their teaching. 

WORK UNDERTAKEN AND OUTCOMES ACHIEVED 
Phase 1: Identify commercial web based survey instrument SURVEYMONKEY 
Superficially examined several products recommended from email lists.  Narrowed two: zoomerang, 
surveymonkey 
Chosen Product 
Surveymonkey: http://www.surveymonkey.com 
Price: $19.99 per month [paid by UH credit card] 
Key Features: Easy to produce questionnaire; easy to collect results in EXCEL spreadsheet; can be used 
by students, FREE, to produce paper or web based questionnaires. 
Payment is necessary only if one wishes to collect data in spreadsheet format, and can be just for 1 
month.  Several people can use same account [e.g. all project students on a cohort], so may be 
substantially cheaper than reprographics 
Disadvantages:   It is clumsy to produce questions with picture/graphs as need to be on separate website. 
Phase 2: Collect Data for 2nd year Students on B.Sc. (PSY, KST, CGS) Methodology Course 
There was one round of data collection in Semester A, and a further round in Semester B.   
The data collected was used successfully in workshop exercises and as lecture examples for ANOVA and 
regression. 

Phase 3: Student Evaluation 
Towards the end of Semester B, the survey instrument was used to collect student evaluation data, both of 
the data delight project, and of the course in general. 
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Assessment of Surveymonkey Tool 
 60% assessed tool as a useful or very useful in making course interesting, 90% at least a little 

useful 
 60% assessed tool as a useful or very useful aid to understanding, 90% at least a little useful 
 65% assessed tool as potentially useful or very for 1st year students, 95% at least a little useful 
 40% would have like to be able to use the tool in 2nd year mini-projects 
 40% were likely to use tool in 3rd year projects.  39%.  Unsurprisingly, 37% were ‘undecided’ 

Feedback on Course 
Some questions asked for free format suggestions for future of course.  All answers appear as text in one 
column.  It is then much easier to scan all responses, than with a single sheet of paper per person.  Also, 
we got many more responses than the free paper format form of UH SFQ. 
The tool was also used to evaluate 1st year statistics courses. 

Key Outcomes Achieved and Particular Successes and Discoveries 
 Identified a truly useful tool that can be used to motivate and improve statistics learning 
 That same tool has many other uses, including: staff and student research projects; course 

evaluation and attendance monitoring; automated marking and feedback of exercise. 
 Surveymonkey is being used in 04-05 for 1st, as well as, 2nd year methodology courses; for final 

year B.Sc. projects; and for course evaluation and attendance monitoring; and for M.Sc. course. 

Problems 
Generally smooth.  Would have liked to compare student performance with previous cohorts.  
Performance was at least as good as previous years, but there were too many other changes for this to be 
meaningful. 

TRANSFER TO OTHER AREAS 
These methods would be useful to collect motivating data for any research methods or statistics courses 
in any discipline. 
 
In addition, surveymonkey can be used to collect data that forms the answer to on-line assessment tests, 
with numerical or multiple-choice answers.  
 
We have been in discussion with Mark Russell, of EIS, who has very innovative ways of giving 
personalised feedback, fully automatically, from group responses in spreadsheet format.  This 
methodology would transfer to any science or engineering discipline.   
 
Furthermore, open format answers could be marked semi-automatically.  Work is on going. 

EVALUATION 
 All the main objectives were achieved, and are being used in current teaching and learning 
 There were no substantial changes to the project plan.  However, Rachel Msetfi, rather than James 

Erskine,  did bulk of Research Fellow work due to various work pressures. 
 Did not have time to visit LTSN Centre at York 

DISSEMINATION OF THE PROJECT OUTCOMES 
Results have been disseminated informally to colleagues, several of whom are using the tool. 
Prensantaion at next UH Leanring and teaching conference and/or CELT journal 
Possible presentation at LTSN conference, either Psyhcology or Statistics 


