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Further comments on Illusion Lab Reports 
 
Overall/general comments about the assignment 
 
For the first lab assignment, the markers were generally pleased with the quality of submissions 
from majority of students. Many students had put in a good deal of effort into the lab report, and 
this was reflected in the high quality of submissions. There were some reports, which, sadly, were 
characterised by a lack of effort on the students’ part. For instance, only a fraction of the 
information that was asked for, was actually included, or the document was very poorly prepared, 
or nor spell-checked. 
 
It was also apparent that many students did not effectively use the lab report writing Guidelines 
provided. Some of the more common errors included: 
 

• Tables not being prepared in APA format (remember, no vertical lines!) 
• Tables/Figures not labelled appropriately, and in the correct position. 
• The use of “I,” “we”, “our”, etc.” in sentences. The majority of academic report writing is 

done in the third person, passive tense. For instance, not “I/we told the participants to…”. 
Rather, “the participants were told to…” is preferred.  

 
Section-specific comments about the assignment 
 
Abstract 
 

• Should not include any general introduction to illusions. 
• Should include:  

o Brief description of experiment conducted,  including IV and DV. 
o Results to include actual means for both groups 
o Implications for theory 

• Should be only ONE paragraph of no more than 150 words. 
 
Introduction  
 

• Should start with general aim, to investigate T illusion. 
• Background should start at level of illusions of length estimation, and should include a 

succinct description of the T-illusion.  
• Intro section should end with specific aims. The aim was to discover the magnitude and 

direction of susceptibility to the illusion. Be specific about IV and DV at this point.  
 
Method 
 
Participants 
 
State Just the facts. Do not explain why a particular decision was reached.  
Give numbers of visually impaired, as this was a visual task which may have been affected by the 
quality of vision in the participants. 
 
Apparatus & Materials 
 
Give WWW address. Of illusion, and a brief description of the data sheet. 
Procedure. In form of what happened, not of instructions. 
 
Never mention SPSS as an apparatus/material. SPSS is what we optionally choose to use, to help 
us analyse the data/draw graphs. Therefore, as (any) experiment can still be done without the use 
of SPSS, it should never be mentioned as apparatus/materials 
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Results 
 

• Round off the means (or any number) to a sensible number of decimal places, that makes 
sense. For instance, a mean vertical of 103.8 is fine, but a mean vertical of 103.7862 is too 
detailed. If in doubt, round off figures to two decimal places, as this tends to be common 
practice. 

 
Individual Results 
 
Generally done well (means were reported), but some did not mention the SD or the range of 
individual responses. It should have also been pointed out that means >100 were overestimations 
and means <100 were under-estimations. 
 
Group Results 
 

• Captions for Figures should always include description of y and x axes. For instance:  
“Figure 1. Distribution within the vertical orientation condition, showing frequency of occurrence, as 
a function of mean adjusted line length of adjusted line as percentage of fixed line length”. 
   

• Descriptions of graphs and means should be part of text, not part of caption. 
• Table should not be copied and pasted direct from SPSS. Use format in guidelines, 

selecting the statistics that are useful 
 
Discussion 
 

• Follow guidelines as to order. Separate the given issues into paragraphs, e.g. individual 
and group summaries deserve separate paragraphs. 

• In the implications paragraph(s) refer back to introduction.  Focus on T-illusion, not illusions 
in general. 

• Flaws should focus more on procedural issues, rather than age and sex of participants. 
• Future work suggestions should be specific and focus on theoretical questions to be 

answered.  E.g. Why do some people overestimate in both conditions.  
 
Spelling 
 
Use spell checker with care. Sometimes misleading, e.g. will accept ‘their’ where you need ‘there’, 
or vice verse. 
 
Grammar 
  
Use grammar checker. Common problem is overlong sentences. One sentence should only 
convey one idea. Try reading aloud to yourself or a friend. 
 
Plagiarism 
 
Some of the lecturers marking the “T-illusion” lab assignment have reported a disappointingly high 
proportion of cases of plagiarism, across all three groups, CGS1, KST1, and PSY1. Some cases of 
suspected plagiarism were very blatant (i.e., students copying large parts of the introduction 
section, straight from the lab powerpoint slides). For instance, the slide on theories of T-illusion 
(gravity asymmetry, etc) was heavily plagiarised by some students. 
 
In line with University and Faculty of Health and Human Sciences regulations, cases of plagiarism 
will be treated with the utmost seriousness in the school of Psychology. 
 
Some markers have identified a number of reports which are strongly suspected of containing 
plagiarised material. This has been indicated on the student’s lab report. Unfortunately, other 
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markers have not indicated/marked plagiarised sections on some of the lab reports. Therefore, not 
all students who are suspected of plagiarism have had plagiarism indicated on their reports.  
 
Given that (i) not all students have had their “plagiarism” tutorials yet, and (ii) that not all markers 
have been equally vigilant in highlighting plagiarised reports, it would seem unfair to take action 
against some students who are suspected of plagiarism, and not others. 
 
However, it is very important for all students to recognise that further cases of suspected 
plagiarism may be reported to the FACO (Faculty Academic Conduct Officer) to be dealt with, as a 
disciplinary matter. 
 
Students should also be reminded that when handing in the lab reports, the cover sheets with their 
signature, specifically states that the work has not been copied from elsewhere, and that it is the 
student’s own work. 
 
Some helpful advice for avoiding plagiarism in lab reports: 
 

1) try and MINIMISE your direct use of the lab powerpoint lecture notes. i.e. look up the 
specific theory /  issue in a text book, and base your introduction around material obtained 
from a text book, and not the lab powerpoints. 

2) Always attribute theories/experiments to their rightful owners: 
 
“Smith (1999) proposed a theory of gravity asymmetry …..” 
 
NOT “another theory is gravity asymmetry” 
 

3) Changing just a couple of words in the sentence will not prevent plagiarism. You need to 
read the sentence, and reformulate it in your own words. 

4) Sometimes, you may want to quote an author word-for-word (e.g., if it is a definition). You 
will need to put the source sentence in double quote marks, and give the page number of 
the original source. 

 
e.g.: according to Smith (1999), memory refers to “a system which enables humans to … etc” 
(Smith, 1999, p.12) 
 
Note the double quotation marks and the page reference of source text. 
 
More information about what constitutes plagiarism, and how to avoid it, will be provided in 
your Tutorial Programme. 
 


